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Tho MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on tho cover sheet with tho correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• E ilona ten* of tim* may bo available Unite* the pnnfetenft Of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In pg avcnt. however, may a reply be timely filed 
oftet SIX (6) MONTHS fn*n the meflino. oats of this MmmuhfcMfen. 

- V the period for reply specified above is toss than thirty (30) daya, a reply within the ftaMory minpnupi of thirty (30) days will be OfiMtdorod timely. 

- Jf NO period for reply * apedfttd above, the rnawnum period will apply end wHI «pjre 5 DC (B) MONTHS from the meBIng date of iM* cwnrmmicalion. 
. ppfhJre to reply within the sel or extended period lor repty wUT. by fttolute* cam the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133}. 

Any reply recefVed by the Office later then three month* after the mailing dale of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37CFR 1704(b). 

Status 

I) 0 Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)H This action is FINAL; 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed In accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qu&yte. 1935 CD. 11, 4S3 O.G. 213. 

Disposition! of Claims 

4>n Claim(s) is/are pending In the application, 

4a) Of the above daim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-5. &-18 is/are rejected. 

7) 3 Claim(s) £j f is/are objected to. 

6)n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) Including the correction is required if (he drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 . i2i<d> 

I I) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 US.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a>(d) or (f). 
a)D All »)□ Some * c)D None of: 

1 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3,D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the Irrternational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment (a) 



Notice of References Cited (PT0692) 
Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 
□ Information Disclosure Statements) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/OB) 
Paper No<*yMaa Date . 



4>n Interview Summary <PTCM 13) 
Paper No(s)/M^ Date. . . 

5) Q Notice Of Informal Palent Application (PTO-152) 

6) Q Other: . 



U.S. Paler* and TmotfnaA Office 

PTOL-325 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summery 



Part of Paper NoiMail Dale 061 $2004 
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DETAILED ACTION 




Response to Arguments 



Applicant's arguments filed on April 1 2 th , 2004 have been fully considered but they$ 
not persuasive. The applicant contends that Japuntich does not have an inherent curvature or 
contour shape to flatten. 

The examiner disagrees. Japuntich discloses a valve flap that has a contour shape and 



flattened when the valve flap 24 contacts the valve seat 40. Refer to figures 3-7 and columns 6, 
7, and 8. 



However, claims 1 through 4 and 8 through 1 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as stated in 
the previous office action and claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as stated in the previous 
office action. 



TOIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL, Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for repfy to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 



further wherein at least a portion of the contour shape of the valve flap 24 is at least partially 



In conclusion as stated in the previous office action claims 6 and 7 are objected. 



Conclusion 
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however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communication from the examiner should 
be directed to Nihir Patel whose telephone number is (703) 306-3463. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday- Friday from 7:30 am to 4:30 pm. If attempts to reach the 
examiner by telephone are unsuccessful the examiner supervisor Henry Bennett can be reached 
at (703) 308-0101. 



NP 

June 15*, 2004 
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